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Pay In Advance Plan Announced 
For Burney Gold Spike Celebration 





Details Given 
For Safe, 


Sane Fourth 


Central Coast Railway Club of 
San Jose, sponsors of 1954’s Ar- 
cata & Mad River Centennial, 
announce that their 1955 offering 
will be the Gold Spike Celebra- 
tion of the Burney Extension of 
the McCloud River Railroad, to 
take place over the Fourth of July 
weekend, July 3,-0--and—4.Plans 
for this event have been in the 
formulative stage since the com- 
pletion of the Centennial, and 
were announced at the last meet- 
ing of the Central Coast Railway 
Club by Jack Gibson, chairman of 
the event. 

“Four civic groups are cooper- 
ating wholeheartedly with the 
Gold Spike Celebration,” stated 
Gibson. “Their participation in the 
program will be outlined in the 
unfolding of the plans.” 


The Gold Spike Special train 
will leave the Oakland Mole Sat- 
urday morning following the de- 
parture of the Shasta Daylight, 
allowing ample time for connec- 
tions from Southern California by 
either the Starlight or the Owl. 
Connections from Sacramento and 
the East will be made at Davis, 
using the same service accorded 
the Shasta Daylight. 

At Dunsmuir excursionists will 
have an opportunity to watch the 
complete servicing of the air- 
conditioned train, or to wander 
over to the roundhouse. Connec- 
tions with the Shasta Daylight 
from Portland and northern 
points will be effected here. 

The train leaves the Southern 
Pacific at Mt. Shasta for a four 
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With a 1955 calendar scheduling 
many fine excursions, in addition 
to the railfan convention, Central 
Coast Railway Club is announcing 
a pay in advance plan for the 
Gold Spike Celebration of the 
Burney Extension of the McCloud 
River Railroad. It was felt that 
many will wish to avail them- 
selves of this plan whereby they 
will be able to lay money aside 
for the event during the winter 
and early spring months. 

Though all-inclusive fares have 
not yet been announced, pending 
completion of efforts to bring 
the lowest possible fares, the cost 
will not exceed an average of 
what any three-day trip would 
run on a basis of separate trans- 
portation, meals, lodging, and én- 
tertainment combined. The pay 
in advance program will enable 
participants to go about purchas- 
ing tickets on the same basis as 
if they were paying for each item 
separately. All - inclusive fares 
from San Francisco will be about 
$45.00 for chair car with Pullman 
fares in proportion. It is suggested 
that a regular monthly payment 
be remitted. 

The all-inclusive fare was 
deemed necessary through the 
lack of sufficient hotel space re- 
quiring Pullmans for those desir- 
ing them, and the necessity of 
eating most meals while under 
way. Once purchased, the ticket 
will provide for transportation, 
meals, lodging, and _ entertain- 
ment. 

Numbered receipts will be is- 
sued and will be honored for 
payment on tickets or for full re- 
fund if desired. Fares will be an- 
nounced as soon as ready, but in 
the meantime everyone is en- 
couraged to have their ticket paid 
in advance of the coming spring- 
summer excursion season, there- 
by affording a safe, sane, and en- 





Convention 


To Be Held in 
Fresno Sept. 10-11 


Meeting in Fresno Jan. 8-9, 24 
delegates from eight major rail- 
fan groups selected Fresno as the 
site of the first western railfan 
convention, to be held Sept. 10-11. 
Details will be reported to indi- 
vidual organizations and in club 
publications. An early registry 
with viub secretali¢s “Wilt “assist 
in formulating plans for the event, 
which will include a branch-line 
trip, banquet, and slide and movie 
program. Convention committee 
was headed by Arthur Lloyd Jr. 


Miscellaneous problems, under 
the chairmanship of Gil Kneiss, 
acted upon the matters of publica- 
tions, aid to railroads especially 
in the matter of mail by rail, in- 
doctrination of youth groups, a 
code of ethical conduct, and pub- 
lic relations. The Western Rail- 
road Fan Conference was organ- 
ized with Stanley Snook, of Fres- 
no, as executive secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Co-chairmen for the meeting 
were Gene Glenn and _ “Fred 
Stindt with Donald Duke and 

—Continued on page four 





joyable Fourth without digging 
deeply at the last minute. No one 
who enjoys riding the rails will 
want to miss this trip. 

Send your first remittance, plus 
a self-addressed stamped envel- 
ope for return receipt, to Central 
Coast Railway Club, P.O. Box 
783, San Jose, California, now and 
be assured of participating in this 
outstanding event, this year’s se- 
quel to 1954’s Arcata & Mad River 
Centennial. 











Gold Spike Celebration As... 


lron Horse Invades Burney Basin 


By ROBERT L. JOHNSON 
Central Coast Railway Club 

Many railroads have come and 
gone during the past century, but 
rarely have any come again. 

Yet, at times, history is repeti- 
tious and so it is in the tall-pine, 
trout - stream country of the 
Burney Basin area in Northern 
California with the present con- 
struction of a 32-mile extension of 
the McCloud River Railroad. 

Ironically, about 30 years ago, 
when the first iron horse broke 
into this region, the’ community 
of Burney missed having a rail- 
road by only an approximate 10 
miles. Burney had not then 
grown enough to be ready to be 
served by the ribbons of steel. 

Having had 30 years of growth 
and progress, the Basin now will 
be the end of the line for con- 
struction crews pushing forward 
the new million-and-a-half dollar 
McCloud River Railroad project. 

And for many miles, the ex- 
tension follows the right-of-way 
of the old line. 

The first rail route into the area 
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Between Cayton Valley, in the distance, and Lake 
Britton, seen at the immediate left, the million- 
and-a-half dollar Burney Extension of the Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad descends on a two-and-a- 
half per cent grade. This portion of the line will 


was built by the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company to haul mater- 
ials and supplies to the construc- 
tion site of their Pit River No. 1 
power house. 

According to the PG&E, this 
line was formally known as the 
Mt. Shasta Corporation Construc- 
tion Railroad, but to railroad en- 
thusiasts it is still remembered 
as the Pit River Railroad. 

At the time the Pit River Rail- 
road was built, California was 
suffering from a power shortage 
and desperately needed the plants 
to be built on the Pit River. Con- 
struction engineers of the nearby 
PG&E Hat Creek projects, how- 
ever, had found a serious bottle- 
neck hampering the speedy com- 
pletion of these plants. Mules and 
horses just could not haul mater- 
ials and supplies fast enough. 

The engineers’ answer was to 
build a railroad. Out went sur- 
veying crews during the winter of 
’20*21 to find the best location 
for a rail line to the site of Pit 
No. 1 power house. 

Laying out the route for a rail- 
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road is not an armchair task even 
under the best conditions. So it 
is easy to imagine the difficulties 
that faced these surveyors work- 
ing during a fierce winter that 
saw the McCloud River Railroad, 
the common carrier with which 
the Pit River Railroad connected, 
running trains only spasmodically. 
Yet they laid out a right-of-way 
on a blanket of snow. In some 
places stakes they set to mark 
the line had to be 10 feet long 
to reach solid ground through 
snow drifts. 

At the end of a 5.3 mile spur 
that the McCloud River Railroad 
built from a water tank known 
as Bartle, the PG&E railroad be- 
gan. The line cut through Cayton 
Valley and then up the river to 
the Pit No. 1 power house site. 
Rotting ties of this long since 
abandoned line can still be seen 
along U.S. Highway 299 west of 
the power house. 

Later a branch was built from 
a point in Cayton Valley 18 miles 
from Bartle to the site of Pit No. 
3 power house, a distance of 10 





not see revenue service until the line opens into 
Burney next summer. Early winter snows which 
have caused work on grading to cease a month 
ahead of time, have forced re-scheduling of the 
railroad’s completion.—photo by Charles Givens 
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Work progresses toward completion of the seven- 
span bridge across Lake Britton on the million- 
and-a-half dollar Burney Extension of the Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad even though early winter 
snows have already halted work up the grade 


miles. This branch was later ex- 
tended to the dam site for Pit 
No. 4. 

The new railroad into the Bur- 
ney area leaves the McCloud 
River Railroad at a junction point 
on the main line between Bartle 
and Pondosa known as Bear Flat. 
From here to Ditch Creek the ex- 
tension is a rehabilitated 10 mile 
long logging spur purchased from 
the McCloud Lumber Company. 

At Ditch Creek construction of 
the 22 miles of brand new rail- 
road to Burney began with grad- 
ing crews starting work in the 
spring of 1954. Rail laying got 
underway in August. 

This line’s right-of-way trav- 
erses the same general area as the 
Pit River Railroad, but modern 
earthmoving techniques have 
obliterated many of the marks 
left by the old line. 

Observers of construction say 
that it looks as though a modern 
highway is being built, the tell- 
tale difference being the narrower 
roadbed. When the Pit River line 
was built, railroads followed the 
contour of the land to a much 
greater extent than today. Now 
the rule seems to be, “if you can’t 
go over it, go through it.” Thus 


cuts and fills predominate the 
route through the mountains to 
Cayton Valley, Lake Britton, and 
then on the way up the ridge into 
the Burney Basin. The amount of 
earth removed from cuts equals 
the earth needed for fills. 

The rail head reached Cayton 
Valley late in August, and the 
McCloud River Railroad operated 
revenue freight service from this 
point before November 1. 

After leaving Cayton Valley the 
line crosses Lake Britton on a 
seven-span deck girder bridge not 
yet completed. 

Interesting parallels exist be- 
tween construction of the Pit 
River Railroad and the McCloud 
extension. Among those not to be 
discounted is the winter situation. 
The Pit River Railroad was sur- 
veyed during a winter, and the 
McCloud River Railroad construc- 
tion crews tried to beat this win- 
ter’s storms to complete their line 
at an early spring date. But early 
heavy snows forced crews work- 
ing on the grade up the lava flow 
from Lake Britton to Burney Bas- 
in to be pulled off the job De- 
cember 1. 

The line is now scheduled to be 
officially completed on July 3 
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on the far bank. Early in December the main 

span, just placed into position, plunged into the 

icy water of the lake, carrying a workman to his 
death.—photo by Charles Givens 


with the driving of a gold spike 
in Burney. The completed exten- 
sion will give the Basin area rail 
connections with all points in the 
United States via three trunk rail- 
roads, the Southern Pacific which 
joins the McCloud River Railroad 
at the town of Mt. Shasta, and the 
Western Pacific and Great North- 
ern which interchange with the 
McCloud River Railroad at Ham- 
bone. 

The first passenger train to be 
run to Burney will bring many 
interested persons to witness the 
spike driving event from as far 
north as Seattle and Portland and 
as far south as Los Angeles and 
San Diego. The Burney Recre- 
ation Commission, the Burney 
Chamber of Commerce, the Mc- 
Cloud Recreation Commission, the 
Dunsmuir Chamber of Commerce, 
and Central Coast Railway Club 
of San Jose will unite in conduc- 
ting the ceremonies. The Central 
Coast Railway Club is arranging 
a special train to run from the 
bay area to Burney to carry 
several hundred interested per- 
sons to witness the driving of 
the last spike. The special train’s 
schedule has been worked out to 

—Continued on next page 





Convention 


—Continued from page one 
Arthur Lloyd Jr. as co-secretaries. 
The following schedule of ten- 
tative excursions is listed by areas 
with addresses of sponsoring or- 
ganizations for further informa- 
tion: 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Feb. 19 — CNRHS — Annual Southern 
Pacific narrow gauge. 

Feb. 20—BAERA—Visalia Electric. 

March 27—CNRHS—Farewell to SP’s 
Daulton branch, via Altamont Pass. 

April 17—PCC R&LHS—Last steam 
trip on Sierra Railroad, via AT&SF. 

May 8—NCRC—WP-Tidewater South- 
ern using WP No. 94. 

May 28-29-30—CNRHS and PCC R&L 
HS—Klamath Falls weekend. L 

June 12—BAERA—Key System using 
club-owned equipment. ; 

July 2-3-4—CCRC—Gold Spike Cele- 
bration of Burney Extension of Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad. : 

July 24—Joint annual Big Trees pic- 
nic train 

Aug. 13 or 20—Joint celebration at 
Sacramento of 100 years of steam rail- 
roading in California. 

Aug. 28—CCRC—Family trip. 

Sept. 10-11— Western Railroad Fan 
convention at Fresno. 

Sept. 23-24-25—CNRHS— WP and 
Ciover Valley Lumber Co. 

Oct. 2—BAERA—Rerun of IER trip 
using steam power. 

Oct. 16—PCC R&LHS—Picnic at St. 
Helena. 

Oct. 29—CNRHS—Club trip on lum- 
ber road. 

Central Coast Railway Club — P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & Lo- 
comotive Historical Society—J. E. Turn- 
er, 1739 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club — 
Edward Bohlen, 1824 Belburn Dr. Bel- 
mont, Celif. 

California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 3533 Pasa- 
dena Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
eley 7, Calif. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Jan. 23—SCD ERA—Covering all lines 
to be converted to bus on LATL using 
car No. 2601. 

Jan. 30—SCC R&LHS—Closed trip on 
UP to San Pedro using V&T 25, RKO 
wooden coaches. 

Feb. 13—PRS and SCD ERA—Joint 
trip on PE and SP freight only lines 
using steam, juice and diesel. 

March 20—PRS—Annual trip to Bak- 
ersfield via SP over Tehachapi. 

March 27—SCD ERA—Trip on LATL 
using last BG car, to raise funds to 
save this car. 

June 12—PRS—Fallbrook and Escon- 
dido branches of AT&SF. 

July 3-4—PRS—Flower Festival at 
Lompoc, via SP. 

Aug. 28—PRS—Santa Ana and Tustin 
branches of SP. 

Sept. 10-11— Western Railroad Fan 
convention at Fresno. 

Oct. 2—PRS—Port Huemene via SP 
and Ventura County RR. 

Nov. 13—PRS—Cajon Pass Summit, 
via AT&SF. 

Pacific Railroad Society — Box 5279, 
Metropolitan Station, Los Angeles 55, 
Calif. 

Southern California Division, Electric 
Railroaders’ Assn.—Laurence R. Vey- 
sey, 1516 N. Harvard Blvd., Los An- 
geles 27, Calif. . 

Southern California Chapter, Railway 
& Locomotive Historical Society—Don- 
ald Duke, 2304 Melville, San Marino 9, 
Calif. 

OUT-OF-STATE 

Feb. 22—Salt Lake railfans—Budd car 
on WP Tooele Valley branch, steam on 
Tooele Valley RR. 

May 1 (tentative)—-BAERA—Portland 
Traction. 

Salt Lake railfans—Fred Fellows, 
Farmington, Utah. 


Safe, Sane Fourth 


—Continued from page one 
percent climb over the shoulder of 
Mt. Shasta. A switchback on the 
east side of the summit offers a 
novelty to most rail travelers, a 
true rarity in California rail- 
roading. 

Saturday evening will witness 
the selection of “Miss Gold Spike” 
and “Miss Silver Spike” finalists 
from beauties previously awarded 
titles of “Miss Burney,” “Miss Mc- 
Cloud” and “Miss Dunsmuir.” 
Judges will be representatives of 
the various California railfan or- 
ganizations. The program, under 
the direction of the McCloud Rec- 
reation Commission, will be held 
in the McCloud Theater and will 
also feature a railroad movie in 
addition to the celebration ac- 
tivities. 

After spending the night aboard 
the train at McCloud, the Gold 
Spike Special will get underway 
again Sunday morning, with 
breakfast being served enroute. 
Provisions are made for picture 
stops along the line. Upon arrival 
at the end of steel the actual Gold 
Spike ceremonies will be held 
with photo opportunities galore. 

The Burney Recreation Com- 
mission and Chamber of Com- 
merce will sponsor a huge outdoor 
barbecue as part of the ceremony, 
following which transportation 
will be provided for those desir- 
ing to visit the famous and un- 
usual Burney Falls and a local 
hydroelectric power house. Those 
staying at Burney will be able to 
participate in events that will be 
taking place during the three-day 
celebration welcoming the iron 
horse. A street dance will wind 
up the activities at Burney with 
a late evening departure sched- 
uled. A near-full moonlight ride 
through the pine forests from 
Burney to Dunsmuir will be avail- 
able for those with insomnia. 

Early morning will see the train 
back again at Dunsmuir where 
participants from the northland 
will take their departure. During 
our stay at Dunsmuir the train 
will again receive a complete 
servicing, and the Dunsmuir 
Chamber of Commerce is arrang- 
ing for a display consisting of 
steam locomotives and snow re- 
moval equipment for inspection 
and photographing. The Duns- 
muir folks are also furnishing 
sufficient fresh mountain trout for 
a gigantic fish fry luncheon in the 
diner on the homeward trip. 

An early arrival in the bay area 
is scheduled to allow ample time 
for transfer to the Starlight in 


Iron Horse Invades 


—Continued from preceding page 
connect with trains from north- 
ern, eastern, and southern points. 
The four Northern California or- 
ganizations also are planning scv- 
eral other activities to accompany 
the main event. 


The new railroad, reported to 
be the first built in Northern 
California during the past 24 
years by private capital, is ex- 
pected to be in existence for a 
long time. Among the evidence 
for this is the fact that the road- 
bed is solidly constructed, creo- 
soted ties are being used and the 
rail is 85 and 90 pound relay from 
the Fruit Growers Supply Com- 
pany Camp Harvey logging line 
and the Santa Fe Railroad, re- 
spectively. Ballast is the charac- 
teristic McCloud River Railroad 
crushed red lava. 

Also implying longevity is the 
reason for the extension’s mere 
existence. Recently the McCloud 
Lumber Company purchased one- 
and-a-half-billion board feet of 
timber in the Burney Basin from 
the Fruit Growers Supply Com- 
pany, and the stand is expected 
to last for 20 to 25 years. How- 
ever, there is approximately a 
total of five to six billion board 
feet of timber in the area, so it 
is possible that the extension will 
be serving the Basin for 50 years. 
The new line has been built to 
haul logs from this stand to the 
sawmill in McCloud, as well as 
products from mills in the Burney 
area. Construction costs are ex- 
pected to be paid for by revenue 
originating on the extension dur- 
ing the next 30 years. 

New railroad building is not 
scheduled to stop in Burney, how- 
ever. A five or six mile “spur” 
will be laid into the nearby Scott 
Lumber Company mill. Later this 
year the McCloud Lumber Com- 
pany will be both trucking to rail- 
head and skidding logs directly to 
railroad spurs in the Burney Bas- 
in. This lumber company already 
has several logging spurs connec- 
ting elsewhere with the McCloud 
River Railroad main line. 





San Francisco for southern points. 
Actual schedules will be announ- 
ced in the near future. 

Those are the plans completed 
to this time as announced to the 
membership by Jack Gibson. He 
also stated that other details were 
under advisement and would be 
announced when they became 
concrete. 


Times Printing Co., Los Gatos, Calif 




















